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he passed on to Chan-elm (Gharipur) and crossing the Ganges, came
to Fei-sherli (Vaisali). Thence across the Ganges he journeyed to
Magadha and Nalanda.1
We may now attempt to ascertain the details of the route of
the return journey of Yuan Ghwang, after his sojourn in India. It
may be recollected that this Chinese pilgrim was present at the great
assembly at Prayaga. On the conclusion of the sixth quinquennial
assembly there he informed Kumara Eaja (Bhaskaravarman) that he
intended to go by the "Northern Road" and was then supplied with
the necessary provisions.2 Erom Prayaga he went south-west
through a great desert waste for seven days and arrived at the
kingdom of Kausambi From here he travelled north-west three
yojanas until he came to the capital of the country of Pi-lo-na-na
(Ylrasana) where he halted for two months, and then continued
north-west for one month and some days until he reached the
kingdom of Che-Ian-ta (Jalandhaia)9 the royal city of northern India.
From here he went in a westerly direction for about twenty days
until he came to Simhapura and thence through mountain defiles
after twenty days reached the country of Taksasila (Taxila) where
he halted for seven days. After travelling from here for three days
he reached the great river Sindhu.3 Trom here he passed through
Kapisa, crossed all the precipices of the Tsung-Liw/, traversed the
valley of the Pamir and finally arrived at Khotan.4 From there
through the country of Tukhara and the Nime country "after various
detours " he reached the borders of China, and at last went to Sha-
chow.5 He had arrived in India in A. D. 630 and ultimately went
to Khotan after a most adventurous journey of seventeen years.6
From these accounts of two travellers, who visited India during
the fourth and seventh centuries, it may be concluded that in
this period people came from China to India westwards along what
must have been the caravan routes and along the rivers : first, along
the Oxus until they came to the Balk region and then they took
again to the land route until in the east they reached Peshawar;
secondly travelling further eastwards once more they followed the
course of the Indus and then that of the Ganges in order to visit
the whole of the Middle Kingdom,7
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